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Editorial policy
Honors in Practice (HIP) publishes articles about innovative practices in individual 
honors programs and nuts-and-bolts issues of concern to the members of the National 
Collegiate Honors Council . HIP employs a double-blind peer review system . Essays 
should present ideas and/or practices that will be useful to other honors adminis-
trators and faculty, not just descriptions of “what we do at our institution .” Essays 
should advance a thesis located within a larger context such as theoretical perspec-
tives, trends in higher education, or historical background . Essays should also dem-
onstrate an awareness of previous honors discussions of the topic .
Submissions and inquiries should be directed to Ada Long at <adalong@uab .edu> .
dEadlinE
HIP is published annually . The deadline for submissions is January 1 .
submission guidElinEs
1 . We accept material by email attachment in Word (not pdf) . We do not accept 
material by fax or hard copy .
2 . If documentation is used, the documentation style can be whatever is appropri-
ate to the author’s primary discipline or approach (MLA, APA, etc .), but please 
avoid footnotes . Internal citation to a list of references (bibliography) is strongly 
preferred, and the editor will revise all internal citations in accordance with MLA 
guidelines .
3 . There are no minimum or maximum length requirements; the length should be 
dictated by the topic and its most effective presentation .
4 . Accepted essays are edited for grammatical and typographical errors and for infe-
licities of style or presentation . Authors have ample opportunity to review and 
approve edited manuscripts before publication .
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dEdication
James Sherman Ruebel
1945–2016
On October 9, 2016, we lost a longtime NCHC member and important 
contributor to honors education in the United States and beyond . Jim Ruebel 
was President of NCHC in 2014 and served admirably throughout his four 
years as an officer in the organization from 2012 to 2015 . He also served the 
NCHC on a variety of projects and committees that included the Honors 
Semesters Committee, through which he co-directed a Faculty Institute in 
Rome in 2005 .
Before launching his distinguished career in honors, Jim had already 
established himself as a scholar in the Classics . He earned his bachelor’s 
degree at Yale University and completed his master’s and doctoral degrees 
at the University of Cincinnati in Classics and Ancient History . He was the 
author of Apuleius: The Metamorphoses, Book 1 (Bolchazy-Carducci Publish-
ers, 2000) and Caesar and the Crisis of the Roman Aristocracy (University of 
Oklahoma Press, 1994) . He received an American Philological Association 
Award for Excellence in the Teaching of Classics in 1994 and was President of 
the Classical Association of the Middle West and South in 2002 .
viii
Jim started his teaching career at the University of Minnesota and in 
1978 joined the Iowa State University faculty, where he became Professor 
of Classics and Chair of the Modern & Classical Languages Department . As 
both a teacher and administrator, Jim’s first commitment was always to his 
students . He held students to high standards and challenged them to meet 
those standards in ways that assured their success, so honors was a natural fit 
for him starting at Iowa State . In 2000, he assumed the positions of Dean of 
the Honors College and Professor of Classical Studies at Ball State University, 
positions he held with distinction for the rest of his life .
Jim’s presidential address at the 2014 NCHC conference in Denver took 
as its theme Ovid’s aphorism “tempora mutantur, et nos mutamur in illis,” 
the last part of which he translated in his title as “and we are a-changing, too” 
(later published in HIP 11: 41–49) . Documenting some dramatic changes 
that NCHC was undergoing at the time, Jim remarked that the organization 
stood “as a rudder for honors education and for education in general .” Jim 
stood at that rudder when the seas were rough, and he held a steady course . 
He has left an indelible imprint on the NCHC, on honors, and on his thou-
sands of grateful students and colleagues .
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about thE nchc monograph sEriEs
The Publications Board of the National Collegiate Honors Council typi-
cally publishes two to three monographs a year . The subject matter and style 
range widely: from handbooks on nuts-and-bolts practices and discussions of 
honors pedagogy to anthologies on diverse topics addressing honors educa-
tion and issues relevant to higher education .
The Publications Board encourages people with expertise interested in writ-
ing such a monograph to submit a prospectus . Prospective authors or editors 
of an anthology should submit a proposal discussing the purpose or scope of 
the manuscript; a prospectus that includes a chapter by chapter summary; a 
brief writing sample, preferably a draft of the introduction or an early chap-
ter; and a curriculum vitae . All monograph proposals will be reviewed by the 
NCHC Publications Board .
Direct all proposals, manuscripts, and inquiries about submitting a proposal 
to the General Editor of the Monograph Series:
Dr . Jeffrey A . Portnoy
General Editor, Monograph Series
Honors College
Perimeter College
Georgia State University
555 N . Indian Creek Drive
Clarkston, GA 30021-2396
jportnoy@gsu .edu
(678) 891-3620
NCHC Monographs & Journals
Assessing and Evaluating Honors Programs and Honors Colleges: A Practical Handbook by Rosalie 
Otero and Robert Spurrier (2005, 98pp). This monograph includes an overview of assessment and evaluation 
practices and strategies. It explores the process for conducting self-studies and discusses the differences 
between using consultants and external reviewers. It provides a guide to conducting external reviews along with 
information about how to become an NCHC-Recommended Site Visitor. A dozen appendices provide examples 
of “best practices.”
Beginning in Honors: A Handbook by Samuel Schuman (Fourth Edition, 2006, 80pp). Advice on starting a 
new honors program. Covers budgets, recruiting students and faculty, physical plant, administrative concerns, 
curriculum design, and descriptions of some model programs.
Fundrai$ing for Honor$: A Handbook by Larry R. Andrews (2009, 160pp). Offers information and advice on 
raising money for honors, beginning with easy first steps and progressing to more sophisticated and ambitious 
fundraising activities.
A Handbook for Honors Administrators by Ada Long (1995, 117pp). Everything an honors administrator 
needs to know, including a description of some models of honors administration.
A Handbook for Honors Programs at Two-Year Colleges by Theresa James (2006, 136pp). A useful handbook 
for two-year schools contemplating beginning or redesigning their honors program and for four-year schools 
doing likewise or wanting to increase awareness about two-year programs and articulation agreements. Contains 
extensive appendices about honors contracts and a comprehensive bibliography on honors education.
The Honors College Phenomenon edited by Peter C. Sederberg (2008, 172pp). This monograph examines the 
growth of honors colleges since 1990: historical and descriptive characterizations of the trend, alternative models 
that include determining whether becoming a college is appropriate, and stories of creation and recreation. 
Leaders whose institutions are contemplating or taking this step as well as those directing established colleges 
should find these essays valuable.
Honors Composition: Historical Perspectives and Contemporary Practices by Annmarie Guzy (2003, 
182pp). Parallel historical developments in honors and composition studies; contemporary honors writing 
projects ranging from admission essays to theses as reported by over 300 NCHC members.
Honors Programs at Smaller Colleges by Samuel Schuman (Third Edition, 2011, 80pp). Practical and 
comprehensive advice on creating and managing honors programs with particular emphasis on colleges with 
fewer than 4,000 students.
The Honors Thesis: A Handbook for Honors Directors, Deans, and Faculty Advisors by Mark Anderson, 
Karen Lyons, and Norman Weiner (2014, 176pp). To all those who design, administer, and implement an honors 
thesis program, this handbook offers a range of options, models, best practices, and philosophies that illustrate 
how to evaluate an honors thesis program, solve pressing problems, select effective requirements and proce-
dures, or introduce a new honors thesis program.
Housing Honors edited by Linda Frost, Lisa W. Kay, and Rachael Poe (2015, 352pp). This collection of 
essays addresses the issues of where honors lives and how honors space influences educators and students. 
This volume includes the results of a survey of over 400 institutions; essays on the acquisition, construction, 
renovation, development, and even the loss of honors space; a forum offering a range of perspectives on 
residential space for honors students; and a section featuring student perspectives.
If Honors Students Were People: Holistic Honors Education by Samuel Schuman (2013, 256pp). What if 
honors students were people? What if they were not disembodied intellects but whole persons with physical 
bodies and questing spirits? Of course . . . they are. This monograph examines the spiritual yearnings of college 
students and the relationship between exercise and learning.
Inspiring Exemplary Teaching and Learning: Perspectives on Teaching Academically Talented College 
Students edited by Larry Clark and John Zubizarreta (2008, 216pp). This rich collection of essays offers valuable 
insights into innovative teaching and significant learning in the context of academically challenging classrooms 
and programs. The volume provides theoretical, descriptive, and practical resources, including models of 
effective instructional practices, examples of successful courses designed for enhanced learning, and a list of 
online links to teaching and learning centers and educational databases worldwide.
NCHC Monographs & Journals
The Other Culture: Science and Mathematics Education in Honors edited by Ellen B. Buckner and Keith 
Garbutt (2012, 296pp). A collection of essays about teaching science and math in an honors context: topics 
include science in society, strategies for science and non-science majors, the threat of pseudoscience, chemistry, 
interdisciplinary science, scientific literacy, philosophy of science, thesis development, calculus, and statistics.
Partners in the Parks: Field Guide to an Experiential Program in the National Parks by Joan Digby with 
reflective essays on theory and practice by student and faculty participants and National Park Service personnel 
(First Edition, 2010, 272pp). This monograph explores an experiential-learning program that fosters immersion 
in and stewardship of the national parks. The topics include program designs, group dynamics, philosophical and 
political issues, photography, wilderness exploration, and assessment.
Partners in the Parks: Field Guide to an Experiential Program in the National Parks edited by Heather 
Thiessen-Reily and Joan Digby (Second Edition, 2016, 268pp). This collection of recent photographs and essays 
by students, faculty, and National Park Service rangers reflects upon PITP experiential-learning projects in new 
NPS locations, offers significant refinements in programming and curriculum for revisited projects, and provides 
strategies and tools for assessing PITP adventures.
Place as Text: Approaches to Active Learning edited by Bernice Braid and Ada Long (Second Edition, 2010, 
128pp). Updated theory, information, and advice on experiential pedagogies developed within NCHC during the 
past 35 years, including Honors Semesters and City as Text™, along with suggested adaptations to multiple 
educational contexts.
Preparing Tomorrow’s Global Leaders: Honors International Education edited by Mary Kay Mulvaney and 
Kim Klein (2013, 400pp). A valuable resource for initiating or expanding honors study abroad programs, these 
essays examine theoretical issues, curricular and faculty development, assessment, funding, and security. The 
monograph also provides models of successful programs that incorporate high-impact educational practices, 
including City as Text™ pedagogy, service learning, and undergraduate research.
Setting the Table for Diversity edited by Lisa L. Coleman and Jonathan D. Kotinek (2010, 288pp). This 
collection of essays provides definitions of diversity in honors, explores the challenges and opportunities diversity 
brings to honors education, and depicts the transformative nature of diversity when coupled with equity and 
inclusion. These essays discuss African American, Latina/o, international, and first-generation students as well 
as students with disabilities. Other issues include experiential and service learning, the politics of diversity, and 
the psychological resistance to it. Appendices relating to NCHC member institutions contain diversity statements 
and a structural diversity survey.
Shatter the Glassy Stare: Implementing Experiential Learning in Higher Education edited by Peter A. 
Machonis (2008, 160pp). A companion piece to Place as Text, focusing on recent, innovative applications of City 
as Text™ teaching strategies. Chapters on campus as text, local neighborhoods, study abroad, science courses, 
writing exercises, and philosophical considerations, with practical materials for instituting this pedagogy.
Teaching and Learning in Honors edited by Cheryl L. Fuiks and Larry Clark (2000, 128pp). Presents a variety 
of perspectives on teaching and learning useful to anyone developing new or renovating established honors 
curricula.
Writing on Your Feet: Reflective Practices in City as Text™ edited by Ada Long (2014, 160pp). A sequel to the 
NCHC monographs Place as Text: Approaches to Active Learning and Shatter the Glassy Stare: Implementing 
Experiential Learning in Higher Education, this volume explores the role of reflective writing in the process of 
active learning while also paying homage to the City as Text™ approach to experiential education that has been 
pioneered by Bernice Braid and sponsored by NCHC during the past four decades.
Journal of the National Collegiate Honors Council (JNCHC) is a semi-annual periodical featuring scholarly 
articles on honors education. Articles may include analyses of trends in teaching methodology, articles on 
interdisciplinary efforts, discussions of problems common to honors programs, items on the national higher 
education agenda, and presentations of emergent issues relevant to honors education.
Honors in Practice (HIP) is an annual journal that accommodates the need and desire for articles about 
nuts-and-bolts practices by featuring practical and descriptive essays on topics such as successful honors 
courses, suggestions for out-of-class experiences, administrative issues, and other topics of interest to honors 
administrators, faculty, and students.
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